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The	contribution	of	
ICTs	to	educating	
marginalised children



http://unwin.wordpress.com

Outline

• Who	is	marginalised?
• Context	of	report	for	Save	
the	Children

• How	will	ICTs	be	used	to	
support	some	of	the	most	
marginalised?

• Innovative	case	studies
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Who	is	marginalised?
• Recent	exercise	with	a	group	of	students	in	India
– Rickshaw	drivers
– Child	labourers
– Remote	tribal	people
– Low	paid	hospitality	workers
– Poor	rural	children
– Slum	dwellers
– Daily	wage	migrant	workers
– Manual	sewage	pipe	cleaners
– Women	in	patriarchal	societies
– Blind	people
– Street	children
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Recent	report	on	ICTs	and	
education	in	2025...
• For	Save	the	Children
• Where	will	ICTs	be	in	
2025?

• Where	will	Basic	
Education	be	in	2025?
– Especially	for	most	
marginalised children

– Including	refugees
• How	will	ICTs	be	being	
used	to	support	them?
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Initial	observations
• Pace	of	change	in	education	is	slow;	innovation	in	
technology	is	fast
– So	technology	has	increasingly	driven	the	agendas

• Absence	of	technology	is	itself	a	measure	of	
deprivation	
– The	most	deprived	have	least	access	to	ICTs

• Educational	outcomes	need	to	be	clearly	
articulated,	and	technology	then	used	to	facilitate	
change
– ICTs	are	not	the	silver	bullet	they	are	often	seen	to	be

• Much	hope	– but	little	certainty!
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ICTs	for	primary	learning:	
Low	income	areas	in	2025
1. Huge	diversity
– The	most	impoverished	will	remain	so

2. Increasingly	successful	ICT	solutions	to	facilitate	
learning

3. Teachers	using	technology	more	effectively
4. Learners	accessing		relevant	content	anywhere	

any	time
5. Increasing	automation	of	administration	and	

assessment
– At	a	range	of	scales	from	classroom	to	district	and	
national	levels
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ICTs	for	primary	learning:	
crisis	affected	areas	in	2025
1. Crises	will	increase	in	number:	war,	climate	

change,	disasters
2. Mobile	technologies	will	enable	“mobile	

people”	to	continue	learning
– But	will	still	require	direction	and	facilitation

3. Learning	in	a	box	flexible	solutions	will	
increasingly	be	used

4. Refugee	camps	increasingly	with	digital	
learning	hubs
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BRCK	and	Kio	Kit	in	
Solomon	Islands
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SupaBRCK 2017
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UNRWA	with	refugee	
children	in	Jordan
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Good	practices	(Mike	
Trucano,	2016)
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Conclusions:	ICTs	for	education	
in	marginal	contexts	(1)
• Focus	on	educational	outcomes
• Need	for	a	holistic	view
– Education,	ICTs	and	Finance	Ministries

• Governments	must	prioritise
education

• Priority	first	on	technology	for	
teachers,	and	only	then	schools
– Questions	over	low-cost	private	
solutions

• Design	at	scale
http://nation.com.pk/national/08-Sep-2015/38-pakistanis-satisfied-with-govt-schools-gall-up-pakistan
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Conclusions:	ICTs	for	education	
in	marginal	contexts	(2)

• Potential	of	indirect	solutions
– Maternal	health	training
– Role	of	parents	and	communities

• Reliable	old	technologies	still	have	
uses
– Radios,	TV,	and	community	telecentres

• Must	include	child	online	protection
• Use	of	content	caching	and	data	
updates

• Relevant	local	content	development
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